2006 NTC Road Trip

Welcome to day 1 of the 2006 NTC Road Trip!

Here are turn-by-turn directions for the entire 2006 NTC Road Trip. The trip will start at McDonalds, located at 1531 N. Town East Blvd Mesquite, TX 75150. Please try to be there by 7 AM but no later than 7:30 AM for an 8 AM departure. The McDonalds is located one block east of I-635 on the North side of Town East Blvd and the corner of E. Emporium Circle. 

1. Leave McDonalds parking lot at West exit turn left and move to the right lane to Southbound E. Emporium Circle approximately 8 AM. 

2. Turn right and stay in the right lane and proceed East to I-635 Northbound access road.

3. Turn right at access road light and enter North bound I-635.

4. Stay in the right lane and take the second I-30 exit to East bound I-30.

5. Stay on I-30 east for 68 miles to Sulphur Springs and get off at exit 124. Around 9:15 AM we arrive first gas and snack stop at Massey’s Shell station on your right. 

6. We will depart there 30 minutes later, exit right out of gas stop and proceed East on access road through the light at S. Broad St. to ramp entrance for East I-30.

7. Continue on I-30 54 miles to exit 178 to Hwy. 259. 

8. Turn north on 259, continue to look to your left while moving North on 259 to see a Buffalo herd.

9. 14.8 miles exit right on FM992 to Dekalp and proceed to NW Front St. Turn left and drive 4 blocks to Esso station on the right for our second rest and fuel stop around 11 AM. 

10. Leave there 20 minutes later by turning right (west) out of station onto NW Front St. and drive 1 mile to a right turn, back onto northbound Hwy 259. 

11. Stay on 259 approximately 32 miles to Idabel.

12. Just as you enter Idabel, look for the Hwy 70 bypass road (Lincoln Rd.)

13. Turn right on Hwy 70 bypass and drive 2 miles to where the road turns north.

14. Drive North an additional 1 mile to the Hwy 259 & 3 junction and turn left, west, on SE Washington St./259

15. Drive approximately 2 blocks east to "The Rib Joint" BBQ on your right. We will arrive 12 PM for lunch. There is paved parking for 30 or so cars around the restaurant and an additional 30 spots across the street. They have a Buffet with a negotiated price to us of $5.95 per plate plus drink. 

The Rib Joint

2015 SE Washington St
Idabel, OK 74745-5447
580-286-7334

16. We will depart approximately 1:30 PM by turning left (east) exiting the restaurant back onto SE Washington St. and proceed to the same intersection we came in through (Hwy 259 & 3). 

17. Turn left (North) on Hwy 259 and drive 72 miles to the Oklahoma Hwy 1 scenic drive (AKA Talimena Drive). This stretch of road is very scenic and picturesque. 

18. Turn right onto Hwy1. This is the assent to the top of the mountain. From this point on we will be traveling no faster than 40 MPH and more like 30 MPH as the road is steep in some places and winding in others. We will proceed to the top and we will gather at one of the scenic turnouts to regroup. This is a photo opportunity and not a resting stop, that is at the lodge about half way across the 25-mile stretch of the drive.

19. From the scenic overlook, proceed east to the Queen Wilhemina lodge for a rest stop at approximately 3:30 PM. The exit for the lodge is on the right just past the tent camping area. There, you can find restrooms and drinks. They also have a small train the circles the compound and tickets can be purchased in the lodge to ride it.

20. We will depart Queen Wilhemina lodge 1 hour later and move back onto Hwy 1 east bound. There are many more turnouts during this stretch of road and many photo opportunities.

21. Continue to drive east 13 miles to the stop light, welcome to Mena. The crossroad at this light is Hwy 71 and all of the hotels for this trip are located northeast on 71.

Turn left at this light and here are the approximate distances to each hotel:                   

The Limetree Hotel is ¾ mile on the left. 

The Limetree Inn

804 Hwy. 71 N.

800-536-4366  

The Sun Country Inn is 1 mile on the right.

1309 Hwy 71 N.

877-394-7477

Ozark Inn Motel is a right turn from the light and ½ mile on the left.
Hwy 71 S. 

479-394-1100

Everyone is invited to have dinner with my wife and I at: 

The Branding Iron Steak House 

Located at:

1110 Highway 71 S  

(479) 437-3240. 

This is located 1.2 miles south of the Limetree Inn on 71.

My cell phone number is 214-405-9362

2006 NTC Road Trip

Welcome to day 2 of the 2006 NTC Road Trip!
My wife and I will be having breakfast around 6 AM at the Limetree Restaurant and everyone is welcome to join us. All participants are invited to tour Street and Performance with us to see their plant operations at 7 AM Sunday 10/8/06. This will also be the morning gathering point for the continuation of the road trip. If you do not want to see the tour of Street and Performance and would rather sleep in, please be at their parking lot by 8 AM for the sightseeing side trip back up the mountain and through the valley and then back to Mena. If you do not want to make the side trip and would prefer to sleep in, you can meet the group at the Wal-Mart gas station around 9 AM. Wal-Mart is located on 71 just west of the Limetree Inn as we return from the short trip and continue on with the rest of the road trip. 

Street and Performance is located at #1 Hot Rod Lane in Mena. 

1. From the Limetree Inn, turn left onto 71 and move directly to the right lane. 

2. 1 block to light and turn right onto Morrow St/8. 

3. Travel south Morrow/8 for .5 mile and follow 8 to the left at the Y. 

4. Travel .7 miles to 375. Move right at the Y onto 375 

5. Travel an additional .2 miles to Hot Rod Lane.  

Making the scenic side trip tour 

1. From Street and Performance, turn right onto 375 and stay left at the Y back onto 8.

2. North on 8 straight across Morrow to Dallas St. and stay left.

3. Dallas St. to Pine St. and bare left onto Pine.

4. 1 block and turn right onto Mena St. then 5 blocks to the light at 71.

5. Go straight through the intersection and Mena blends into 88.

6. We stay on 88 up the mountain and travel for 12 miles to the 272 junction.

7. Make tight right turn onto 272.

8. Drive 2 miles down the side of the mountain. It is advisable that you stay in a low gear as this is a steep and winding road.

9. At 270/59 highway, make a right and drive 9 miles through the valley to the 270/59 and 71 junction.

10. Turn right onto 71 and travel 6 miles back to Mena and the Wal-Mart located just off 71 and just west of the Limetree Inn. There are two gas stations here and we will take a short gas and snack stop before continuing on the road trip.

Continuing the road trip from Mena.

1.
From Wal-Mart, proceed right on 71 south bound out of Mena.

2. We will travel 45 miles through the valley to DeQueen. There are several gas stations at the 71 & 70 & 41 intersection. This is where we will take our next gas/snack stop.

3. Proceed south on Hwy 41 approximately 46 miles to the I-30 junction in New Boston.

4. Go south through this intersection and just as you get to the other side and just before the Burger King, turn right onto N. Center St.

5. Travel the distance of two blocks to Nena’s Family Restaurant. This is where we will have lunch. We have negotiated with them for any of the specials on the menu for $5.95 per plate plus lunch. These are quick serve but the have a regular menu for them that want it.

6. From Nena’s, turn right on N. Center to Hwy 41. Turn left and go over I-30 and turn left at the light to the I-30 west bound on ramp. 

At this point we have concluded the Road Trip. You are welcome to move with the group back to the MetroPlex, but we do not have any additional stops planned. We hope you have enjoyed the trip and plan to attend future NTC Road Trips. 
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